
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
◆

QUARTERLY IRS INTEREST RATES USED IN
CALCULATING INTEREST ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS AND

REFUNDS ON CUSTOMS DUTIES

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: General notice.

SUMMARY: This notice advises the public that the quarterly Inter-
nal Revenue Service interest rates used to calculate interest on
overdue accounts (underpayments) and refunds (overpayments) of
customs duties will remain the same from the previous quarter. For
the calendar quarter beginning January 1, 2021, the interest rates for
overpayments will be 2 percent for corporations and 3 percent for
non-corporations, and the interest rate for underpayments will be 3
percent for both corporations and non-corporations. This notice is
published for the convenience of the importing public and U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection personnel.

DATES: The rates announced in this notice are applicable as of
January 1, 2021.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Bruce Ingalls,
Revenue Division, Collection Refunds & Analysis Branch, 6650
Telecom Drive, Suite #100, Indianapolis, Indiana 46278; telephone
(317) 298–1107.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background

Pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 1505 and Treasury Decision 85–93, pub-
lished in the Federal Register on May 29, 1985 (50 FR 21832), the
interest rate paid on applicable overpayments or underpayments of
customs duties must be in accordance with the Internal Revenue
Code rate established under 26 U.S.C. 6621 and 6622. Section 6621
provides different interest rates applicable to overpayments: One for
corporations and one for non-corporations.

The interest rates are based on the Federal short-term rate and
determined by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) on behalf of the
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Secretary of the Treasury on a quarterly basis. The rates effective for
a quarter are determined during the first-month period of the previ-
ous quarter.

In Revenue Ruling 2020–28, the IRS determined the rates of
interest for the calendar quarter beginning January 1, 2021, and
ending on March 31, 2021. The interest rate paid to the Treasury for
underpayments will be the Federal short-term rate (0%) plus three
percentage points (3%) for a total of three percent (3%) for both
corporations and non-corporations. For corporate overpayments, the
rate is the Federal short-term rate (0%) plus two percentage points
(2%) for a total of two percent (2%). For overpayments made by
non-corporations, the rate is the Federal short-term rate (0%) plus
three percentage points (3%) for a total of three percent (3%). These
interest rates used to calculate interest on overdue accounts (under-
payments) and refunds (overpayments) of customs duties remain the
same from the previous quarter. These interest rates are subject to
change for the calendar quarter beginning April 1, 2021, and ending
on June 30, 2021.

For the convenience of the importing public and U.S. Customs and
Border Protection personnel, the following list of IRS interest rates
used, covering the period from July of 1974 to date, to calculate
interest on overdue accounts and refunds of customs duties, is pub-
lished in summary format.

Beginning date Ending date
Under

payments
(percent)

Over
payments
(percent)

Corporate
overpayments
(eff. 1–1–99)

(percent)

070174................. 063075................. 6 6 .......................

070175................. 013176................. 9 9 .......................

020176................. 013178................. 7 7 .......................

020178................. 013180................. 6 6 .......................

020180................. 013182................. 12 12 .......................

020182................. 123182................. 20 20 .......................

010183................. 063083................. 16 16 .......................

070183................. 123184................. 11 11 .......................

010185................. 063085................. 13 13 .......................

070185................. 123185................. 11 11 .......................

010186................. 063086................. 10 10 .......................

070186................. 123186................. 9 9 .......................

010187................. 093087................. 9 8 .......................

100187................. 123187................. 10 9 .......................

010188................. 033188................. 11 10 .......................
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Beginning date Ending date
Under

payments
(percent)

Over
payments
(percent)

Corporate
overpayments
(eff. 1–1–99)

(percent)

040188................. 093088................. 10 9 .......................

100188................. 033189................. 11 10 .......................

040189................. 093089................. 12 11 .......................

100189................. 033191................. 11 10 .......................

040191................. 123191................. 10 9 .......................

010192................. 033192................. 9 8 .......................

040192................. 093092................. 8 7 .......................

100192................. 063094................. 7 6 .......................

070194................. 093094................. 8 7 .......................

100194................. 033195................. 9 8 .......................

040195................. 063095................. 10 9 .......................

070195................. 033196................. 9 8 .......................

040196................. 063096................. 8 7 .......................

070196................. 033198................. 9 8 .......................

040198................. 123198................. 8 7 .......................

010199................. 033199................. 7 7 6

040199................. 033100................. 8 8 7

040100................. 033101................. 9 9 8

040101................. 063001................. 8 8 7

070101................. 123101................. 7 7 6

010102................. 123102................. 6 6 5

010103................. 093003................. 5 5 4

100103................. 033104................. 4 4 3

040104................. 063004................. 5 5 4

070104................. 093004................. 4 4 3

100104................. 033105................. 5 5 4

040105................. 093005................. 6 6 5

100105................. 063006................. 7 7 6

070106................. 123107................. 8 8 7

010108................. 033108................. 7 7 6

040108................. 063008................. 6 6 5

070108................. 093008................. 5 5 4

100108................. 123108................. 6 6 5

010109................. 033109................. 5 5 4

040109................. 123110 ................. 4 4 3

010111 ................. 033111 ................. 3 3 2

040111 ................. 093011 ................. 4 4 3

100111 ................. 033116 ................. 3 3 2
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Beginning date Ending date
Under

payments
(percent)

Over
payments
(percent)

Corporate
overpayments
(eff. 1–1–99)

(percent)

040116 ................. 033118 ................. 4 4 3

040118 ................. 123118 ................. 5 5 4

010119 ................. 063019................. 6 6 5

070119 ................. 063020................. 5 5 4

070120................. 033121................. 3 3 2

Dated: December 22, 2020.
JEFFREY CAINE,

Chief Financial Officer,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

[Published in the Federal Register, December 30, 2020 (85 FR 86573)]

4 CUSTOMS BULLETIN AND DECISIONS, VOL. 55, NO. 1, JANUARY 13, 2021



NEW DATES FOR THE APRIL AND OCTOBER 2021
CUSTOMS BROKER’S LICENSE EXAMINATIONS

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: General notice.

SUMMARY: This document announces that U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection has changed the dates on which the semi-annual
examination for an individual broker’s license will be held in April
and October 2021.

DATES: The customs broker’s license examination scheduled for
April 2021 will be held on Wednesday, April 21, 2021, and the
customs broker’s license examination scheduled for October 2021
will be held on Thursday, October 21, 2021.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Melba Hubbard,
Acting Director, Commercial Operations, Revenue and Entry, Office
of Trade, (202) 325–6986, or brokermanagement@cbp.dhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background

Section 641 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1641),
provides that a person (an individual, corporation, association, or
partnership) must hold a valid customs broker’s license and permit in
order to transact customs business on behalf of others, sets forth
standards for the issuance of brokers’ licenses and permits, and pro-
vides for the taking of disciplinary action against brokers that have
engaged in specified types of infractions. This section also provides
that an examination may be conducted to assess an applicant’s quali-
fications for a license.

The regulations issued under the authority of section 641 are set
forth in Title 19 of the Code of Federal Regulations, part 111 (19 CFR
part 111). Part 111 sets forth the regulations regarding the licensing
of, and granting of permits to, persons desiring to transact customs
business as customs brokers. These regulations also include the
qualifications required of applicants and the procedures for applying
for licenses and permits. Section 111.11 of the CBP regulations (19
CFR 111.11) sets forth the basic requirements for a broker’s license,
and in paragraph (a)(4) of that section provides that an applicant for
an individual broker’s license must attain a passing grade (75 percent
or higher) on the examination.

Section 111.13 of the CBP regulations (19 CFR 111.13) sets forth the
requirements and procedures for the examination for an individual
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broker’s license and states that the customs broker’s license exami-
nations will be given on the fourth Wednesday in April and October
unless the regularly scheduled examination date conflicts with a
national holiday, religious observance, or other foreseeable event.

Due to the limited availability of testing sites caused by state and
local restrictions during the COVID–19 pandemic, CBP has changed
the regularly scheduled dates of the examination. This document
announces that CBP has scheduled the April 2021 customs broker’s
license examination for Wednesday, April 21, 2021, and the October
2021 customs broker’s license examination for Thursday, October 21,
2021.
Dated: December 27, 2020.

CYNTHIA F. WHITTENBURG,
Acting Executive Assistant Commissioner,

Office of Trade.

[Published in the Federal Register, December 31, 2020 (85 FR 86943)]
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COPYRIGHT, TRADEMARK, AND TRADE NAME
RECORDATIONS

(NO. 11 2020)

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

SUMMARY: The following copyrights, trademarks, and trade names
were recorded with U.S. Customs and Border Protection in November
2020. A total of 112 recordation applications were approved, consist-
ing of 11 copyrights and 101 trademarks. The last notice was pub-
lished in the Customs Bulletin Vol. 54, No. 41, October 21, 2020.

Corrections or updates may be sent to: Intellectual Property Rights
Branch, Regulations and Rulings, Office of Trade, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, 90 K Street, NE., 10th Floor, Washington, D.C.
20229–1177, or via email at iprrquestions@cbp.dhs.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: LaVerne Watkins,
Paralegal Specialist, Intellectual Property Rights Branch, Regula-
tions and Rulings, Office of Trade at (202) 325–0095.

ALAINA VAN HORN

Chief,
Intellectual Property Rights Branch

Regulations and Rulings, Office of Trade
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